To the Home Secretary, RE Lemlem Hussein Abdu HO Ref: A1357578 
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LemLem Must Stay! 

LemLem was born in Eritrea, but was forced to leave 32 years ago when Ethiopian forces murdered her family. LemLem and her family were strongly associated with the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF), an organisation LemLem still supports, who were at the time fighting for independence from Ethiopia.

She fled to Sudan and then Saudi Arabia where she found work as a nanny/household helper with a Saudi family, who occasionally brought her to the UK.  After an accident that left her disabled, her employers  abandoned her in London without money or identification. She sought asylum in the UK, which was refused.

LemLem cannot return to her own country.  Human Rights Watch has observed that Eritreans who have fled their country risk severe punishments if returned and the United Nations has called for a stop to all returns to the country.

The Home Office are trying instead to deport LemLem to Ethiopia, a country in which she has never lived, and whose language she does not speak. LemLem has no friends or contacts in Ethiopia, and would be unable to support herself without help, due to her age and disability.

LemLem would face hostility if she were to be deported to Ethiopia, because of her nationality and her politics. Many Eritreans have been deported from Ethiopia in recent years. The relationship between Eritrea and Ethiopia is incredibly precarious – the ongoing border disputes almost resulted in armed conflict as recently as 2008, and these tensions remain. 

LemLem is fully integrated into Sheffield life. She has many friends in the local community, and has the strong support of the Eritrean community, both in Sheffield and elsewhere in the UK. She works hard to improve her English, and is an active member of many groups in Sheffield.

We, the undersigned, ask  you to grant LemLem indefinite leave to remain  in the UK :
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Please return completed petitions to: Davis, 72 Sheldon Road, Sheffield S7 1GX 

