URGENT Briefing 

RE: Asylum for Lemlem Hussen Abdu, HO ref.: A1357578

 Lemlem Hussen Abdu is a 62-year old disabled woman with multiple, deteriorating health issues. She is facing removal to Ethiopia, a country that is hostile to her and where she has never lived.

Lemlem originally fled her home country of Eritrea (before it achieved independence) in 1978 when Ethiopian forces murdered her family. She has been unable to return ever since. She fled to Sudan where she lived in a refugee camp for six years and was granted refugee status by the UN.

In 1984, Lemlem moved to Saudi Arabia on a work visa to take up a position as a domestic servant. In 1994, when her UN Refugee Convention document was due for renewal, Lemlem's employers decided to obtain an Ethiopian passport for Lemlem instead, to be used when she was accompanying them on periodic trips to the UK. They obtained this passport without her informed consent. The Home Office has not disputed that Lemlem did not know from which country the passport was obtained. Lemlem was unable to read or write and was not in a position to refuse, nor to ask for an explanation. She never saw or held the passport. 

On her third visit to the UK, in 2000, Lemlem fell in a children’s playground and broke her leg. She spent several weeks in hospital, and the injury left her with a disability which prevented her from doing heavy work. Accordingly, her employer stopped paying her a wage. On a subsequent UK visit, in 2007, her employer abandoned her in a shopping centre in London. Lemlem then had no choice but to seek asylum in the UK. She was refused.

Lemlem is now in a desperate position. Her former employers' action in obtaining an Ethiopian passport mean that she is now treated as a national of Ethiopia, but in fact she has never lived in what is now Ethiopia and obtained refugee status as a consequence of the Ethiopian government’s persecution of her family. She can also not return to her home country Eritrea as that country is now ruled by a dictatorship hostile to the Eritrean Liberation Front of which she is a longstanding and committed member. In Amnesty International's 2011 country report it was found that in Eritrea “Large numbers of political prisoners and prisoners of conscience continued to be detained indefinitely without charge, trial or access to legal counsel. They included suspected critics of the government, political activists...and failed asylum-seekers forcibly returned to Eritrea.”

She is now suffering the consequences of 23 years of domestic servitude. Although she was recognised as a refugee, no country offers her the security that should go with refugee status.
After attempts to remove her from the UK, in November 2010 Lemlem stopped reporting to UKBA in order to avoid that danger. She consulted a solicitor who compiled a fresh claim for her, including expert evidence of the desperate conditions she would face in Ethiopia as an elderly destitute ethnic Eritrean. In May 2012 she put herself into the protection of the church in order to make these submissions. UKBA required her to report before she did so, and on her first reporting on June 19th she was detained for removal on June 24th.  She now has one week's reprieve, while her MP has a meeting with the immigration minister Damien Green. There is a chance to prevent her removal if the minister is persuaded. 
If Lemlem were to be removed to Ethiopia, she would have no means of supporting herself. Her GP has stated that due to her multiple health problems and disability Lemlem is not fit to work and never will be, and that her condition is deteriorating and pain will increase. There is no welfare system in Ethiopia and Ethiopian society would be hostile to an Eritrean like Lemlem. As a destitute person with no family she would be highly vulnerable. With deteriorating eyesight and severe mobility problems her prospects would be very bleak and she would be at risk of starvation.

Lemlem is a well-loved member of her community in Sheffield. She has worked hard to learn English since arriving in this country and has won many friends from all walks of life thanks to her kind nature and positive attitude. Lemlem has been seeking sanctuary for most of her life now and she is still fleeing detention, removal and the possibility of a lonely death far from anyone she knows. She would like to make Sheffield her home so she can finally have safety and security. 
